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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended): A method for processing a parameter for an item in an 
electronic order processing system, said method comprising: 

providing a plurality of calculation rules for calculating amounts for parameters of 

items; 

associating one or more calculation rules from the plurality of calculation rules 
with a calculation code, wherein the one or more calculation rules arc used to produce an 
amount for a parameter and wherein the calculation code has an associated qualifying 
method that is used to determine whether the calculation code is to be applied to the item : 

associating the calculation code with, an item; 

responsive to initiating application of the calculation code to the item , using the 
qualifying method to determine whether to apply the calculation code to the item: and 

responsive to a determination that the calculation code is to be applied to the item. 
using the one or more calculation rules to produce an amount for the parameter for the 
item; and 

providing the amount to an output device. 

3. (Previously Presented): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 2, 
wherein the calculation rule may be modified and initiating application of the calculation 
code to the item remains the same. 

4. (Original): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 2, wherein 
said output device is one of (a) a printer, (b) a display device, (c) a storage medium, (d) a 
database and (e) a connection device. 

5. (Previously Presented): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 2, 
wherein the item is one of a plurality of items, the calculation code is one of a plurality of 
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calculation codes associated with the item and the one or more calculation rules are 
selected from a plurality of calculation rules associated with the calculation code. 

6. (Original): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 2, wherein 
said associating said calculation code further comprises selectively associating said 
calculation code with said item. 

7. (Currently Amended): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 
[[6]] I, wherein th e associating the one or mor e- calculation rul e s furth e r comprise s- 
se l e ctiv e ly associating the one or mo f o calculation rul e s with the calculation codo each of 
the plurality of calculation rules has an associated allowable calculation attribute that 
determines whether the calculation rule maybe combined with other calculation rules . 

8. (Currently Amended): A method for processing a parameter for an item as in claim 7, 
wherein the uoing the one o r mor e calculation rul e s furthor compris e s selectively using 
th e on e or more ca l cH - la tt on rul es to produc e th e amount allowable calculation attribute 
has a value selected from the group consisting essentially of in combination with, not in, 
combination with, and in addition to . 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system for use in an ordering 
system responsive to a transaction request associated with an item, said electronic order 
processing system comprising: 

a computer receiving the transaction request; and 

a program executed on the computer for processing the transaction request and 
processing a parameter for the item, the program comprising: 

a plurality of calculation rules for calculating amounts for parameters of 

items; 
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an association module for associating a calculation code with the item 
wherein the calculation code has an associated qualifying method that is used to 
determine whether the calculation code is to be applied to the item ; 

a calculation module for applying the calculation code to the item to 
produce an amount for a parameter for the item, wherein the calculation module 
initially associates one or more calculation rules with the calculation code 
[[and,]]j responsive to initiating application of the calculation code to the item, 
uses the qualifying method to determine whether to apply the calculation code to 
the item; and, responsive to a determination that the calculation code is to be 
applied to the item, uses the one or more calculation rules to produce the amount 
for the parameter for the item; and 

an application module for providing the amount to an output device. 

11. (Previously Presented): An electronic order processing system as in claim 10, 
wherein the calculation rule may be modified and initiating application of the calculation 
code to the item remains the same. 

12. (Original): An electronic order processing system as in claim 10, wherein said output 
device is one of (a) a printer, (b) a display device, (c) a storage medium, (d) a database 
and (c) a connection device. 

13. (Previously Presented): An electronic order processing system as in claim 10, 
wherein the item is one of a plurality of items, the calculation code is one of a plurality of 
calculation codes associated with the item and the one or more calculation rules are 
selected from a plurali ty of calculation rules associated with the calculation code. 

14. (Previously Presented): An electronic order processing system as in claim 10, 
wherein said association module selectively associates said calculation code with said 
item- 
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15. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim [[14]] 10, 
wherein th e- calcujation module selo e ti - v e ly - associat e s th e one or more c al culation nil e g 
■w ith - th e calculation cod e each of the plurality of calculation rules has an associated 
allowable calculation attribute that determines whether the calculation rule mav be 
combined with other calculation rules . 

16. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 15, wherein 
the calculation modul e selectively ugo o tho on e or mor e calculation raloa to produco tho 
ameust allowable calculation attribute has a value selected from the group consisting 
essentially of in combination with, not in combination wiui, and in addition to . 

17-25. (Canceled) 

26. (Previously Presented): A computer program product, in a computer readable 
medium, embodying a method for processing a parameter for an item, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of calculation rules for calculating amounts for parameters of 

items; 

associating one or more calculation rules from the plurality of calculation rules 
with a calculation code, wherein the one or more calculation rules are used to produce an 
amount for a parameter and wherein the calculation code has an associated qualifying 
method that is used to determine whether the calculation code is to be applied to the item : 

associating the calculation code with an item; 

responsive to initiating application of the calculation code to the item, using the 
qualifying method to determine whether to apply the calculation code to the item; and 

responsive to a determination that the calculation code is to be applied to the item, 
using the one or more calculation rules to produce an amount for the parameter for the 
item; and 

providing the amount to an output device. 
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27. (Previously Presented): A computer program embodying a method for processing a 
parameter for an item as in claim 26, wherein the calculation rule may be modified and 
initiating application of the calculation code to the item remains the same. 

28. (Original): A computer program embodying a method for processing a parameter for 
an Hem as in claim 26, wherein said output device is one of (a) a printer, (b) a display 
device, (c) a storage medium, (d) a database and (e) a connection device. 

29. (Previously Presented): A computer program embodying a method for processing a 
parameter for an item as in claim 26, wherein the item is one of a plurality of items, the 
calculation code is one of a plurality of calculation codes associated with the item and the 
one or more calculation rules are selected from a plurality of calculation rules associated 
with the calculation code. 

30. (Original): A computer program embodying a method for processing a parameter for 
an item as in claim 26, wherein said associating said calculation code further comprises 
selectively associating said calculation code with said item. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended): A computer program embodying a method for processing a 
parameter for an item as in claim [[30]] 26, wherein the aoc c - ciating th e one or moro 
ealculation ruleo furth e r comprisep se l ectively associating the on e or moro calculation 
rul e s with tho calculation oodo each of the nlurality of calculation rules has an associated 
allowable calculation attribute that determines whether the calculation rule may be 
combined with other calculation rules . 

32. (Currently Amended): A computer program embodying a method for processing a 
parameter for an item as in claim 31, wherein the uoing tho on e or moro calculation rules 
■ furth e r compris e s s e l e ctively using th e ono or more calculation rulea to produc e tho 
ameunt allowable calculation attribute has a value selected from the group consisting; 
essentiall y of in combination with, not in combination with, and in addition to . 
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33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system comprising: 

a computer-readable information storage medium; 

a procedure encoded on said storage medium for processing a parameter for an 
item, said procedure comprising: 

providing a plurality of calculation rules for cal culating amounts for 
parameters of items; 

associating one or more calculation rules from the plurality of calculation 
rules with a calculation code, wherein the one or more calculation rules are used 
to produce an amount for a parameter and wherein the calculation code has an 
associated qualifying method that is used to determine whether the calculation 
code is to be applied to the item : 

associating the calculation code with an item; 

responsive to initiating application of the calculation code to the item, 
using the qualifying method to determine whether to apply the calculation code to 
the item; and 

responsive to a determination that the calculation code is to be applied to 
the item, using the one or more calculation rules to produce an amount for the 
parameter for the item; and 

providing the amount to an output device, 

35. (Previously Presented): An electronic order processing system as in claim 34, 
wherein the calculation rule may be modified and initiating application of the calculation 
code to the item remains the same. 

36. (Original): An electronic order processing system as in claim 34, wherein said output 
device is one of (a) a printer, (b) a display device, (c) a storage medium, (d) a database 
and (e) a connection device. 
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37. (Previously Presented): An electronic order processing system as in claim 34, 
wherein the item is one of a plurality of items, the calculation code is one of a plurality of 
calculation codes associated with the item and the one or more calculation rules are 
selected from a plurality of calculation rules associated with the calcul ation code. 

38. (Original): An electronic order processing system as in claim 34, wherein said 
associating said calculation code further comprises selectively associating said 
calculation code with said item. 

39. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim [[38]] 34, 
wherein Ae-a ssociating th e on e or more calculation rul e s further compris e s s e l e ctively 
ooaQoiating the one or moro -ea kulation rul e s with the calculation cod e each of the 
plurality of calculation rules has an associ ated allowable calculation attribute that 
determines whether the calculation rule may be combined with other calculation rules . 

40. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system as in claim 39, wherein 
the t t s kig th e on e or more o a to a lation rul e s further compris e s s e lectiv e ly uaing th e on e or 
mor e calculation ruloo to produc e th e amount allowable calculation attribute has a value 
selected from the group consisting essentially of in combination with, not in combination 
with, and in addition to . 

41. (Currently Amended): An electronic order processing system for processing a 
parameter for an item in a distributed network having a first computer and a second 
computer, said system comprising: 

a computer-readable modulated carrier signal; 

a first initiation code embedded in said signal sent from said first computer to said 
second computer, said first initiation code to initiate a first module for associating a 
calculation code with said item , wherein the calculation code has an associated Qualifying 
method that is used to determine whether the calculation code is to be applied to the item : 

a second initiation code embedded in said signal sent from said first computer to 
said second computer, said second initiation code to initiate a second module for applying 

Page 8 of 13 
Dunn - 09/997,979 

PAGE 10/15 * RCVD AT 6/16/2004 5:21 :38 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DNIS:8729306 ' C8ID:9723672008 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-20 



06/16/2004 16:20 9723672008 



YEE & ASSOCIATES 



PAGE 11 



said calculation code to said item to produce an amount, wherein said second module 
further comprises initially associating one or more calculation rules with said calculation 
code [[and,]]; responsive to initiating application of the calcul ation code to the item, 
using the qualifying method to determine whether to apply the calculation code to the 
item; and, responsive to a determination that the calculation code is to he applied to the 
item, using the one or more calculation rules to produce the amount; and 

a third initiation code embedded in said signal sent from said first computer to 
said second computer, said third initiation code to initiate a third module for providing 
said amount to an output device. 

42. (Canceled) 

43. (Previously Presented): An electronic order processing system as in claim 41, 
wherein said second computer receives said signals and each operation within each of 
said first module, said second module and said third module may be modified and flow of 
execution amongst said first module, said second module remains the same. 

44. (Original); An electronic order processing system as in claim 41, wherein said 
Second computer receives said signals and each operation within each of said first 
module, said second module and said third module may be modified and flow of 
execution amongst said first module, said second module remains the same. 
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